
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No. EN 592/ 18 Christmas 201 8 

 
By the Grace of God 

lgnatius Aphrem II 

Patriarch of Antioch and All the East 

Supreme Head of the Universal Syrian Orthodox Church 

 

 

 
Our Beloved Spiritual Children, 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 

 

Who has ever seen a Child the whole of Whom beholds every place? He 

looks like the one Who controls all creatures that are above and that are 

below! His eyes stare resembles that of a commander who commands all. 

(Mor Aphrem, Hymns on the Nativi ty) 

 
 

Christmas season is a time to declare once again our faith in the One Almighty 

God, Creator of heavens and earth, and Governor of the entire universe, Who 

was born of a Virgin in Bethlehem. It is a time to experience the love of the Holy 

Trinity and to perceive with awe the mystery of incarnation. Moreover, it is a time 

to repent and meditate on the Son Who became flesh and "Who by His grace, 

willingly came to give life and salvation to all mankind" (Ma'nitho of Mor Severus 

of Antioch), and hence allow that same grace to work in our lives and to bring into 

our world joy and peace. 

It is also an opportunity for us to marvel at the glorious scene of the nativity, 

and ponder at the Baby King, laid in a simple manger while at the same time He 

continues to carry and embrace the whole universe.  In a beautiful prayer we 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

chant on Monday evenings, the Virgin Mary is depicted saying: "I did not carry the 

Son; it is He Who carries me and governs the ends of the world" (from the book 

of the daily prayers Shhimo). 

Christmas is a time to contemplate the love of God Almighty Who governs 

the world and does not let things go out of order; in fact, the Child of the manger 

of Bethlehem is the wondrous sign of God 's love and mercy. He is the evidence 

of God's plan of salvation; He created the world with harmony and He continues 

to govern it by His divine will and loving-kindness. 

Nativity is a proof that "God is love" (1 John 4:8).  He is not just "an engineer" 

Who puts laws and designs creatures; neither is He a distant overseer Who watches 

the world from high above; He is "the Word [Who] became flesh and dwelt among 

us!" (John 1:14). He is "Immanuel - God with us" (cf. Isaiah 7: 14; Matthew 1:23). 

He is the Promised Savior of Whom Isaiah prophesized saying: "For unto us a 

Child is born, unto us a Son is given; the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, 

upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with 

judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever." (Isaiah 9:6-7). He is 

the King of kings Who drew onto Bethlehem the Magi, kings of the East, to 

worship Him and offer Him their gifts. 

His kingdom is unique which has no l ike. Our human history shows that earthly 

kingdoms rise through the power of weapons; they are kingdoms of pride, 

selfishness, hatred, jealousy, love of power and authority. They are kingdoms of 

wars and expansion, where servants - soldiers - fight (cf.  John 1 8:36). They are 

not after God's own heart! Men have abused authority and oppressed each other 

whereas they were created free to grow in love towards one another and towards 

God, and were supposed to be stewards of the earth and of one another. 

Nonetheless, we - the people who walked in darkness - have seen a great 

light (cf. Isaiah 9 :2), for God comes to "reign over the house of Jacob forever" 

(Luke 1:33), the new Jacob, the Church, the congregation of those who received 

Him and believe in His name (cf. John 1: 12). He is Christ the King Whose 

"kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36), for it is a kingdom of love, peace, 

justice, self-giving and sacrifice. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dearly beloved, 

This is Christmas; a time to know how much God loved the world that He 

gave up His glory, humbled Himself and was born in our midst. it is a time to 

cast out fear and have complete faith that God is in control of everything. It is a 

time to unite in prayer for our world, and ask the Baby born, King of kings and 

Prince of peace to bring peace back to our countries, societies, families and 

lives, and to inspire the earthly rulers to bring justice and love to the world, 

putting an end to the misery of millions who are suffering from injustice, violence 

and war throughout the world, especially in our beloved Syria, Iraq, Lebanon 

and the entire Middle East. 

Christmas is a time to ask Him the gift of sharing His grace and the good 

news of His incarnation with the abandoned, marginalized, persecuted and poor. 

It is a time to cry out with one voice: "Thy Kingdom come" (cf. Matthew 6: 10), 

and beseech Him to come and reign over our hearts and fulfill His promise that 

"indeed, the kingdom of God is within you" (Luke 17:21) and make us free 

indeed (cf. John 8:36), free from sin and worldliness, and free to submit our 

lives to Him. We pray for our beloved abducted Archbishops of Aleppo Boulos 

Yaziji and Mor Gregorius Youhanna lbrahim: may they return to their 

Archdioceses and celebrate Christmas with joy and peace. 

May our Lord continue to govern our world and lead it to the manger of peace. 

May He bless the faithful of the Syriac Orthodox Church throughout the world on 

this blessed occasion of Christmas and the New Year. 

 
 


